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Throughout the month of November, and beginning thonth, prepare f@HOWERS OF BLESSING!

“And | will make them and the places round abouthillya blessing;
and | will cause the shower to come down in hiseeathere shall be showers of blessing.”
Ezekiel 34:26

God has promised, and we've all experienced, Gshitsvers of blessing! This is the theme of the
stewardship opportunity for the 2010 General FuE call it an opportunitipecause that's what it is: an
opportunity to express, in a tangible way, ourigrde to God for his showers of blessing

The late Dick and Phyllis Ball, members of QUMC whiier they retired from their “day” jobs, wentftaca
as missionaries with Trans World Radio, often tmddhat the joy and gratitude expressed by thelpdop
whom they ministered exceeded anything they evpemsnced in America. These Christians, who were
desperately poor by all measurements, would walknfany miles in all kidns of weather to participate
worship and to hear the word of God!

Paul speaks of the same sort of response from #ezdbnian Christians, themselves poor, when thagdhe
about the poverty-stricken believers in Jerusaléta.reports that “Fierce troubles came down omptaple

of those churches, pushing them to the very liffilie trial exposed their true colors: They weadibly
happy, though desperately poor. The pressureetmgghsomething totally unexpecteah outpouring of

pure and generousgifts. .. They gave offerings of whatever they could — rfaore than they could afford!
— pleading for the privilege of helping out in therelief of poor Christians. .. What explains it was that
they had first given themselves unreserved|sod.” —2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (The Messpge

Be on the lookout for mailings and other meanstdrimation about youstewar dship Opportunity.
Stewardship Sundag scheduled for November 2®&hen you will return your commitments for the @ead
Fund. This fund supports everything — all minjstnd mission in all forms — with the exceptithe
mortgage on the Christian Education Wing, which separate fund.

So keep those umbrellas closedamal let God’s showers of blessing pour dbwn

(Read more about stewardship and sharing your $eiegith joy from Pastor Nancy’s alter ego — Saymnm
the Church Mouse — on page)
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Nana Holmes loved to work on elaborate puzzles.S@mwmrdays she invited her grandchildren (my causin
who lived near her in New Hampshire) to help fiedhhese masterpieces. How fulfilling would a pete
if it had only one piece? If a puzzle box saidufhber of Pieces: 1,” that would be ridiculous. Yoan’t
have a puzzle with only one interlocking piece!

God's creation, like a puzzle, has many piecesd Geated each one of us as a unique interlockeaep
After he created the first piece, a man named Adaod said, “It is not good for the man to be alohuill
make a helper suitable for him” (Genesis 2:18).h8areated another piece, giving Adam a womaawve |
and be with. God felt it was important that we betleft by ourselves. We are incomplete withabheos.

Nana Holmes stressed in her Saturday puzzle tirtrehver grandchildren that they be careful with an
incomplete puzzle. A puzzle’s strength comes avitgn all the interlocking pieces have been conecte
When we are “interlocked” with friends and lovecesnwe are stronger. (Nana Holmes wasn’'t a Meshodi
but she sure thought like one!) That is the way @ended it from the very beginning.

Nana Holmes also reminded her grandchildren to warkuzzles on a stable surface and in a comfertabl
environment. The same holds true in our life. Gad a need for a good place where we could irtleriath
the appropriate people who could make our livespieta. So God created the church. The churclplace
filled with people who recognize the importanceeath interlocking piece - that’s you!

God says of those who trust in Jesus as their §d¥ou are no longer foreigners and aliens, bilote
citizens with God’s people and members of God’ssebtiold, built on the foundation of the spostles and
prophets, the Christ Jesus himself as the chiefecstone. In him the whole building is joined tthgge and
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. Andim you, too, are being built together to beconasvalling
in which God lives by his Spirit” (Ephesians 2:18)2

God invites you to be part of this “puzzle.” Godmnts your friends connected, too. Don’t contirube left
out of his masterpiece!

So where can you fit in? This newsletter is fdilbpportunities for you to connect with the chureh
numerous ways to study, serve and sing! We ar&imgto find ways to connect all of these together...

What a great way to grow - by studying, singiagg worshiping together, you can learn to put togethe
pieces of faith!

Blessings,
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Just Por Kicks [ 1]

In a recent sermon, we discussed the need for followers oftdesngage in intentional activities that help them stayia lo
with God. We identified some (commonly referred to as tiréusd disciplines) that have been particularly helpful to
Christians over the years and shared our commitment to conomesich of them over the next few months. The goal is to
give practical bits of advice and encouragement as we strive ticprietse disciplines together. In the past few months
we’ve discussed meditation, prayer, fasting, study, simplgit solitude; this month we’ll consider the discipline of
submission.

In his book Celebration of Discipline, Richard Foster ntitas submission is ultimately about freedom: the abilitiayo
down the terrible burden of always needing to get ourwesn In submission we are free at last to value others antbfree
give up our own rights for the good of others. Submisdoesn’'t mean becoming a doormat, a pleaser, or a dependent;
rather, it means loving others as much as we love oursdfgester identifies several acts of submission that are to timark
lives of followers of Jesus:

We submit tothe Triune God. At the beginning of the day we wait, yielded and stéfobe Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Our days are lived in deeds of submission interspersedavaitimstant awareness of inner submission. We surrendeoayr b
mind, and spirit into the hands of God to do with ubepleases.

We submit to the Scripture. As we submit ourselves to the living Word of God 3§gswe also submit to the written Word
of God (Scripture). We yield ourselves first to hear thed)/second to receive the Word, and third to obey the Wwve
look to the Spirit who inspired the Scriptures to intetnd apply them to our condition. The word of Sargtanimated by
the Holy Spirit, lives with us throughout the day.

We submit to our family. The dictum for the household should be “Let each of gok hot only to his own interests, but
also to the interests of others” (Phil 2:4). Family merslireely and graciously make allowance for each other, listexcho e
other, and share with each other.

We submit to our neighbors and those we meet in the cour se of our daily lives. The life of simple goodness is lived before
them. If they are in need, we help them. We perform smalladiéindness and ordinary neighborliness: sharingand, f
babysitting their children, mowing their lawn, visitinges important and unimportant matters, sharing our toetstask is

too small or too trifling, for each one is an opportymdt live in submission.

We submit to the believing community, the Body of Christ. If there are jobs to be done and tasks to be accomplished, we
look at them closely to see if they may be God’s invitataraction on our part. We can’t do everything, but we cah an
should do some things. Sometimes these are matters ajamizational nature, but most frequently they are spontaneous
opportunities for little tasks of service.

We submit to the broken and despised. In every culture there are the “widows and orphans,” thdtadjelpless and
undefended (James 1:27). Our first responsibility setavith them. We must discover ways to identify genuinglly the
downtrodden and rejected.

We submit to theworld. We live in an interdependent, international community. cCéfeot live in isolation. Our
environmental responsibility, or lack of it, affects notyothle people around the world but generations yet to be born.
Therefore, starving people affect us. Wars affect us. DiseasesaffectWe must not ask, “What is good for America,” but
instead, “What is good for the whole world?”

So may you as an individual follower of Jesus and magsee community of disciples seek to explore and practice the
discipline of mutual submission in the month and year ah&adve do, may we remember the words of Gilbert Bilezikian,
that mutual submission “is much more than an ethical noveltyconvenient solution to the war of the sexes. Mutual
submission pertains to the very nature of Christ andriitisstry. It reaches deeply into the creation work of God.”
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Thoughts from Sammy, the QUMC Church Mouse

Like many of you, | have come to love the apprecthe ministry God has given us here at Quakertgic.
Like many of you, | am moderately active in my megay, “scurrying” to important meetings, “scampgti
to church services (most weeks) and generally fisgif around things. Like most of you, | dependtbe
minister, the church secretary, the assistant paamtad the rest of the staff to keep things runmsimgothly.
It's been a “paws-ative” experience for this litleown mousy, let me tell you!

Over the last few years (nearly half of my rodéfe)] growth has been the special “treat” that fnfurred
ones” share with everyone (maybe our best “tregddme folks have newly come to Christ while otherge
renewed their relationship with Jesus! Still ofheave begun to study their Bibles and pray witthale new
enthusiasm! Lives are being changed and more mledsew ways of meeting the needs of folks costhou
come to the church leaders. However, as | eavpgtican’t help it. I’'m a church mouse, | LIVE ey at the
meetings and gatherings in the church building,esbmg has begun to really bother me. That's wimy |
using the office computer to write this. (You dwokv that every computer has a mouse, don’t youf)just
going to insert this in the Newsletter and surpesgeryone.

It seems to me that in conversations among thecbHaaders | am hearing more talk about financesay,
and up-and-down giving than | am about Jesus, salvand ministry. It seems as though every maonith
year the actual money given has been less thamutthget figure. This seems to make everyone afriaid.
understand because sometimes I'm like that. | ktake little lump of cheese | have in the cupdaard |
look into all the eyes of all my hungry childrendanwant to be afraid. | want to hide my cheesawa®or
myself and | want to forget my hungry childrendan’t even want to THINK about the needy mice outhie
field!

| know that the economy is rough right now (Heyn hot the only one who works for peanuts!). | knitwat
some are giving as much as they can. At the sang Lknow that there are more folks than | haveskers,
folks who get this newsletter and expect the chtwciiways be there for them with programs, staff] great
music, and who tell others that QUMC is “their” ctlo, but they share their cheese onbpaple of times a
year. Has God blessed them only a couple of timesaa?ye

I’'m only a mouse, but when I'm afraid to share nttyd bit of cheese, | always hear a voice in mgrhéhat
says, “Trust me, for | care for you. You are wartbre to me than all the cats in the world. If yove me,
feed my nice.” Don’t you”unfurred ones” have tlaice in your hearts? | thought that was what chuvas
all about.

Have you ever thought about the bread crumbs yeilggre at Quakertown UMC and compared it to the
dough you spend for your cable tv, your monthlygayment, a weekly night out at a restaurant, enev
daily soda and candy bar? Giving is the easi@sg tto do ‘cause God never asks you to give moeesé
than you have! (That would be some truck if He)did

Here are some more things that God can say inlyeants to help you not be afraid. The big wordth@se
heart sayings is Scripture. Scripture helps tamdms of God’s own thinking:

Continued on page 5
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“All shall give as they are able, according to bivessing of the LORD your God that he has given
you.” (Deuteronomy 16:17)

“Then (Jesus) said to them, “Give therefore todhmperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to
God the things that are God’'s.” (Matthew 22:21)

“Each of you must give as you have made up youdmot reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

Well, there | said it. Perhaps a little church m@like me should “squeak” up more often. Aftéraho
knows more about getting caught in traps than Frelting about money is the biggest trap in anyrcu
Share your cheese with joy because that says yetiGod and want to do good things for Him (thati8ed
“ministry”).

You may not always see me but my nest is alwayis yat.

Your fellow (and furry) servant in Christ,
Sammy, the QUMC Church Mouse
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The Church Librarian

Have you ever walked around the church lookingnatréesources that we have and wondered
about who might be using them. ARE YOU? Do youwmehat we have and where they are?

Of course you know that Bibles and hymnbooks atbépews. There are more versions of the
Bible and the hymnbooks in the Parlor. Oh, you'dkmow where the Parlor is? Itis rightin
the middle of the building - at the end of théd*gart and the beginning of the “new” part of
the building. (Oh, you didn’'t know that there s ‘®ld” and “new” part of the building?

Maybe we should put a little history lesson in ti@svsletter.)

The Parlor has a great variety of other booksovefs, non-fiction, devotional books, theologicabks, videos
and CD’s, etc. If you borrow a book, please rememtb bring it back.

The Sunday School supply room also has many resst@ioc making crafts and teaching children the &ibl
There are books, magazines, videos and CD’s. Agajou borrow something PLEASE bring it back gnd
it where you found it.

Did you know that there are tracts and devotiomaldiets on the wall next to the church office? Amdhe
hall to the kitchen? Please take one or two. Aation would be nice but not necessary. Your glihealth
is too important for you not to take one becauseost.

Pastor Nancy also has many resources and booksdding in her study. Please feel free to aslotoolv
them. And don'’t forget, QUMC is a member of theistaResource Center, a marvelous center with vario
types of resources. See Pastor Nancy or Joshftor i

Our great resource is our sanctuary. Do you nieseldlone? Do you need to go somewhere and pfay?
quiet place to read? If the church isn’t open yma want to use the room, just let the pastor kaoa she will
make it available.

Resources that we could use (maybe as a memaramare large print Bibles and hymnbooks.

We are truly blessed at Quakertown United Methadfairch with wonderful resources and facilitiese ¥re
stewards of these resources; may we use them vitstig praise of our God and King!

Rummage Sale

Friendship Circle’s annual Fall Rummage Salecheduled for Friday and Saturday, Octobermi2B2a.
Friday’'s sale includes lunch and runs from 9:00.aumil 4:00 p.m. Saturday’s hours are 9:00 aamdon.
Items to be sold may be brought to Miller Hallla¢ following times: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thyrsda
morning, October 20, 21, and 22, from 9:00 to n@md Wednesday night, October 21, from 6:30 to §:6@

Needed:_cleanlothing that is in goodondition, brown grocery bags, baked goods, gatogs, tools,
household items, jewelry. No very large and/onyagems, please.

Lots of help will be needed before, during, an@rafihe sale. For more information contact Beckik®e
(215.536.4741).
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% Making Beautiful Music

Ringers needed for QUMC's bell choirs: _Glory Rirgge grades 2 to 8; Senior Bells grade 9 and up. You
don’t need to be able to read music. Rehearsdibegin the week of September 14. Questions?t&obn
bell choirs leader Becky Witt (215.538.0759).

-

QUMC,S Famous Chicken Barbecue y

Pl
This year’s Chicken Barbecue, a community favorgescheduled for Saturday, September 12, 4:00 to
7:00 p.m. Eatin or take out. Adults: $9.00; dreh 1-8 years: $4.00. Proceeds benefit missions.

Thanks !!

Thank you to everyone who donated school supplié®y will be divided between Kensington Area
Ministries (KAM) and Jerusalem House, an inner-éitientown ministry.

Plan to remain at QUMC following the 10:00 FestiWabrship Service on Sunday, Septemberf@d0Family
Fest Good food, good fellowship, games and activitidgatch Sunday bulletin announcements for details.

Quakertown Food Pantry

With hard economic times, more of our communit@mflies than ever need help. Non-perishable faoas
household paper products can be brought to thebhur any Sunday.

Pastor Nancy Ross has been named the new sedtéing Food Pantry.
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Missionary at QUMC

Helen Sheperd, one of the missionaries QUMC helpsipport through the General Board of Global
Ministries, gave a report on her work in Mongolm\Wednesday, August 19. Please continue to prayefio
as she ministers in a difficult environment.

More from Helen can be found on page 12 of thissietter.

)

Still Looking for a Few Good Men

Two more bowlers are needed for the QUMC bowliragrte The team will bowl on Monday nights at 6:30 at
Earl Bowl. Contact Bill Diller (610.282.2646).

Cel ebrati ng Labor

On Sunday, September 6 we will commemorate Labgrddaing the worship services. All are asked tadpr
a small token of their occupatiowhether presently working or retired. A carpembay bring a hammer, a
housewife may bring a broom, etc. Plan to joifiaughis observance of our hard work!

Whe’s Whe?

To help answer that question QUMC publishes aromsk pictorial directory. Believe it or not, itimne for
another update to the directory. Little childreaavé turned into teenagers, new members have jtireed
church, and other changes have occurred. WatcBuhday bulletin announcements for dates and tfares
picture-taking.

Please don’t be camera-shy! A pictorial directeith names and no pictures isn’t much help in tgyio
learn who’s who!

Friendship Circle recently made contributions talveeveral important causes. $260 was given taHsai
Deng to help with the cost of his citizenship papend to assist with car repairs; $250 was giveletasalem
House; and $100 was given in support of Christitrgerer’'s work with the Children’s Tumor Foundation.
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Family Matters 7

A rpa S

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Stephen Rhoades September 17.

INMEMORIAM: Sharon McCormack - July 7.

CONGRATULATIONS to the following QUMC Milford Middle School studenwho earned end-of-the-
year academic awards:

Matthew Cornelius: Overall White Team Award; Saie; Social Studies; Math Course 2

Amanda Hafler: Math Course 1; RELA; Science

Jennifer Sterner: Social Studies; Chorus

Leah Kaighn: Algebra 1; Science; Health; Prasidé Academic Award
Cassandra Lapinski: Pre Algebra

Lauren Suelke: Presidential Academic Award

Hannah Swearingen: Presidential Academic Award

CARDSAND LETTERS would be appreciated by Molly Jamison, who is ently undergoing discipleship
training in the Dominican Republic.

YWAM DR/DTS Unit #3027
Attention: Molly Jamison
3170 Airmans Drive
Fort Pierce, FL 34946

A NOTE OF THANKS:

“Please apply this $50 donation to your General Fimdppreciation for your Game Show VBS.
My two children enjoyed this event. Thank yowfmrr community outreach.”

—Kathleen Keough

2009 Actual Income To Date - $163,132.73
2009 Budgeted Income - $189,576.42

Church
Financial
Report

2009 Amount Under Budget - $26,443.69
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...continued from page 2

much greater things in fulfilling Jesus’ call tod‘@nd make disciples of all nations.” Before Iis®n those
areas of encouragement, | would like to share aexon | attended the Laity Session first and | extsemely
underwhelmed by the lack of young people represkiere. | did see a smattering of young folksleard
there, but by no means enough. This should coneenot just as a denomination or a district onarch but
as THE CHURCH. We must engage our young peopleesandurage them to participate in the life of our
churches. If we do not, the result will be quieadly. Young people are the future of our churuth GHE
CHURCH. Please join me in praying that God wilseaup young committed followers of Jesus to ctrey
banner to future generations.

My greatest encouragement and excitement camedn thays. First, we have an amazing new bishop.
Bishop Peggy Johnson is the most humble, Christpgrson | have encountered in some time. She Wt
she calls the rest of us to live. The theme ofi8hahe Connectioallowed Bishop Johnson to focus on how
we are serving the least of these, those on thgingithe oppressed, the overlooked. The openorghip
session was led by Rev. Vance Ross. He gave mgomessage calling us to “throw the nets on therot
side of the boat” if we are not catching any fiSthere were wonderful times of worship, reflectard
encouragement for the future of the United Methio@isurch.

Second, | was greatly encouraged by the Path Irgqmga collaborative strategy for new church staftise
goal is to reach more people, more young peoptnaore diverse people for Christ by creating neaces
for new people. The strategy includes equippi®®Q church planters who will enable Annual Confeesn
to start 650 new congregations. Each in turn camstoistart a new congregation within their firtykars,
thereby beginning a process that results in m#liohnew disciples of Jesus Christ in 30 yearsy drad
clergy leaders are currently being recruited feg 8ndeavor. If you have any interest in this paog please
visit their website, www.pathl.org.

Finally, | was encouraged by the new campaign thiged Methodist Church started at the denominationa
level, first launched in May of this year. The gangn goal is sweeping and ambitious - to inth&echurch
and those unchurched who seek spiritual fulfillmémbecome more outwardly focused and engagetkin t
world. The campaign seeks to offer the churchasa place to come to and stay within, but ase ba
operation for expressing faith by moving out intorenunities and around the globe to become partoof<5
plan for world transformation. The grand hopeoispark a global conversation about what it mearise as
persons of faith, disciples of Jesus Christ, inZhst century. If the campaign is successfullitlve the
catalyst for a radical return to understanding whatgospel means to us today. We have alreadyeshthe
promotional video clip at each of our servicesieathis summer. We will be working cooperativedy
encourage our church to “Rethink Church.” Our de® that this is not just a campaign but a wageall to
our church to be intentional about everything thatdo and to be actively involved in furthering God
kingdom each day of our lives. We must engagéeérmngoing conversation of what it means to bdlaver
of Jesus in today’s world. We have a hope thatlsiée be shared with the world. Please join useagin
God where He is already working to change the woBd on the lookout for opportunities to learn mor
about this campaign. If you have any questioreag# see Pastor Nancy, Pastor Josh or myself. More
information can be found at www.10thousanddoors.org

For the Kingdom,
Michael Lehr
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference
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Dear Friends,

Greetings from Mongolia!

One task in which | pride myself is answering cepandence which | receive from individuals. Wedlu probably
think this is a joke. This week | picked up anwalation of mail from the last year which was lgeireld at Yonsei
Hospital at my VERY old address, which | haventdigor 5 years. This mail included not only birlgcand Christmas
greetings, but also one check. Most regrettablgven’t answered a bunch of letters from Sunday@&athildren. So,
please accept my apology for not answering yourespondence.

Now, after this lengthy introduction, let me tetlywhat is happening here. Last Sunday we firfadly the dedication
ceremony for our new mission building: Chinge@einter. It was a great day celebrated by 400+Ipewith 22 guests
from abroad. It truly was a wonderful dedicati@memony and a momentous day after this long 3 yeganning,
redoing plans, raising funds, and now actuallyreg#ie building finished was such a joy. We hagerbusing the
building for 6 months already, and plan to contitmese it to the Glory of God.

We are in the beginning of the season of visit@®se team came in March, our visitors for the datihe ceremony,
and next week we have one of 6 teams from Korealatd.S. These are short term mission teams lystaling
from 5-10 days each. This first team will be bmgg1,000 pairs of glasses and checking visualtyeud then giving
out appropriate glasses. We will have medicaltalemlunteers, preachers, as well as volunteerswit help with
Vacation Bible School.

The Grace Hospice team is doing well and keepirsy biwe have had a few changes in staff, but coatio see 35-40
terminally ill, home care patients at any one timth regular visits planned on the basis of thegmatfamily’s need.
Something really exciting (for me at least) happktiés past week. At our bereavement support gomgoyoung man,
whose wife (36) died about 3 weeks ago, asked rhight plant a tree in our yard, as a memorialisotife. | was
elated, and the idea of the “Grace Hospice Mem@#alden” was born that afternoon. Next week | pli#int flower
seeds in that garden with the help of some volustaed leave a space for our first tree. The adehe”garden”
coming from a bereaved family member was what wamportant and encouraging to me.

If you haven't received any mail from me in a yaay probably don’t know that | will be travelingoaind the U.S.
starting in early August. After four months of “me Assignment” |, hopefully, will return to Mongali

Finally, a prayer request has been made in eateh fet the last few months. Our Mongolian treasdor the UMC
Mission in Mongolia has a life threatening bloodedise, and so | am asking everyone | can to praBafikhuu. He is
32 years old, has two children and a wife, andge@d Christian witness. Please pray for him aaddmily. He is like
the “glue” in our mission in Mongolia! Or, as Imetimes say: ‘my right hand man.” AND, especiatly good friend.

Dear Melissa and QUMC Children,

As you can see, your cards were a bit delayethsslbw in replying. Please note my newest address
I'm hoping to meet you this August on my way féeorgia to New York and will contact your church
soon about a possible date.

Thank you children for sending your handmade cafdbanks to me. Hope we can meet this August and
| can share some experiences I've had heMdngolia with you.

P.S. June 1stis Children’s Day here in Mongoli2o you celebrate Children’s Day?

Peace,
Helen



