QUMC Ministry Directory 2011-2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this ministry directory is to provide a brief overview of the ministries provided by the people of Quakertown United Methodist Church.  For more information regarding any of the following ministries, please contact the church office (215.536.4992) and/or the contact person listed on the final page.


Mission/Outreach

Missions.   We believe God is living and active.  Our honor and responsibility as the church is to be the Body of Christ, partnering with Him to carry out that mission here and now.  We have a Missions Committee that plans, oversees, and evaluates our attempts to plug into the larger mission that God is calling us to.  Here’s a sampling of the initiatives supported by our Missions Committee: 
Jerusalem House Ministries.  Jerusalem House is committed to establishing a ministry in inner-city Allentown that ministers material, evangelical, and discipleship services to those who church and society find it most difficult to reconcile to Jesus & the community in which they live.  We support Jerusalem House with Thanksgiving turkeys and Easter hams, providing back to school supplies, donating clothing, by partnering with their leader, Dan Adams, and by upholding the ministry in prayer.  
Red Bird Mission.  Red Bird Mission, located in Kentucky, empowers individuals and advocates justice by providing spiritual, educational, health, and community outreach programs.  The ministry includes a K-12 school, medical and dental clinics, community outreach, economic opportunities, and housing improvement.  QUMC supports Red Bird with financial and prayer support. 
Red Cross Blood Drives.  We faithfully support, advocate for, and host a number of blood drives each year (in February, May, August, and November).  For more information about the need to donate blood and about the Red Cross in general, please visit www.redcross.org.  For more information about our local blood drives, visit the church website or keep an eye on the newsletter/bulletin. 
Kensington.  In partnership with St. John Hancock Church, we distribute donations of school supplies and Christmas gifts to the children of their church and others churches and shelters in the Kensington area.   
Bread of Life Dinners.  Bread of Life Dinners are evenings where folks from Quakertown can come together for a free meal and evening of fellowship.  Dinners are hosted by Emmanuel Episcopal Church, located at 560 S Main & 9th Streets in Quakertown.  The dinners are provided by an organization of local churches, of which QUMC is a part.   
United Methodist Blanket Sunday.  Blanket Sunday is a mission of Church World Service.  Funds are collected and used to purchase and ship blankets worldwide and within the U.S., as well as to support a variety of self-help textile-oriented development projects through its partner agencies.  When possible, blankets are purchased closer to the scene of a disaster in order to speed delivery and spur local economies.  
CROP Walk.  The CROP (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) Walk is an opportunity for church members and neighbors to walk together to take a stand against hunger in our world.  Together we raise awareness and funds for international relief and development, as well as local hunger-fighting.  
Milford Square Food Pantry.  We partner with local food pantries to do all we can to provide for the needs of those in our community.  As soon as you enter our building, you'll notice a shopping cart just inside the doors to the left.  We encourage our members to fill this cart up as frequently as possible, as all donations are taken to the food pantry.  What would it mean for our community, our mission, and our witness if every time we came through the doors of our church we remembered those in need of a little grace?    
Adopt-a-family.  In partnership with the Bucks County Opportunity Council and supported by our adult Sunday School classes, we send gifts for birthdays and Christmas.  Through the Adopt-a-family program we also provide gift certificates for the grocery store, restaurants, and the movie theater around Easter and Thanksgiving.    
QUMC's Recycling Program.  God created the earth; we're called to be stewards of God's creation.  QUMC has a recycling program where you can constructively get rid of your newspapers, magazines, shopping catalogs, school and office papers, and even junk mail.  Place your papers in the green and yellow Abitibi Paper Retriever bins located at the rear of our parking lot.  Your involvement helps save landfill space, clean up the environment, and the proceeds we receive go to our missions programs.  We also recycle aluminum cans.  These can be placed near the BBQ pit out back next to the pavilion.     
Missionaries.  We also support two United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries missionaries: John Elmore, serving in Chile, and Helen Sheperd, serving in Mongolia.
Annual QUMC Dinners.  Each year we hold a number of dinners that are open to the community.  The proceeds from these dinners benefit our various missions outreaches.  The date for these dinners will be highlighted on the church website, in the newsletter, and in weekly bulletins.  In general, our Spaghetti Dinner takes place in March, our Ham Dinner takes place in November, and our Chicken BBQ takes place in September.  

The Garden Project.  The QUMC Community Garden produced more than 600 pounds of fresh produce for local food pantries this past year.  Imagine how much more healthy food we could deliver with a few more helping hands.  No experience is required.  Feel free to give as much or as little time as you can.  100% of your time (and our harvest) will benefit those with less in our community.  Areas for help include planting, weeding, tilling, watering, coordinating volunteers, delivering food to pantries, harvesting, fall cleanup, etc.   


Children and Youth

Faith Preschool.  Faith Preschool of Quakertown United Methodist Church is a Christian ministry to young children and families of the church and community that is committed to nurturing each child’s emotional, cognitive, social, spiritual, and physical development.  Faith Preschool nurtures positive relationships for growing in God’s world by utilizing a variety of educational resources, encouraging parental involvement in classroom activities, and developing community experiences.  The program is designed to meet or exceed PA state guidelines and provides a nurturing school experience in a Christian environment.  A 2-day program (Tuesdays and Thursdays) is offered for 3-year-olds and a 3-day program (Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays) is available for 4-year-olds.  


Parent’s Time Out.  Parent’s Time Out is a semi-structured, Christian program designed for children ages 2 and 3 with classes that meet one day a week.  Daily activities include free play, music, circle time, Bible story, crafts, large motor play, and snack.  Optional electives include “Lunch Bunch” classes and Mini Camp.  Sessions run from September through May and meet on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings.   

Sunday School.  We have Sunday School classes for children of every age.  Classes meet between two of our services, from 10am until 10:45am.  Guests are always welcome.  Class offerings include the following: Preschool (Room 107); Kindergarten - 1st Grade (Room 108); 2nd - 3rd Grade (Room 110); 4th - 5th Grade (Room 106); Middle School (Room 103); and Senior High (Room 105).   

Young Explorers.  Young Explorers is a ministry group for our 1st through 3rd graders.  The group gathers throughout the year for fellowship, learning, and service projects.  

Adventurers.  Adventurers is a ministry group for our 4th and 5th graders.  The group gathers throughout the year for fellowship, learning, service projects, and a weekend retreat.  

Vacation Bible School.  Each year we hold a Vacation Bible School at the church.  Our VBS takes places in the evenings (630pm – 830pm) and is coordinated, staffed, and run by an amazing group of volunteers.  In addition to age-appropriate Bible lessons, kids will enjoy crafts, music, games, drama, and snacks.  Registration is free and can be one online or using a registration form from the church office.  

Easter Egg Hunt.   Our community Easter Egg Hunt takes place at the church the Saturday before Easter.  In addition to providing a safe, fun environment for an egg hunt, we also incorporate the telling of the Resurrection story.  Our Adventurers group helps with this event each year.

Nursery.   We have two nurseries available for use at the church, an infant nursery and a toddler nursery.  Both are equipped with toys, bathrooms, sinks, and speakers used to hear the church service.  The nurseries are staffed on Sunday mornings by volunteers for the 11am service and are available for use during the other services.  

Wednesday Night Bible Study.  Weekly Bible study for students in 6th - 12th grades meets on Wednesday nights in the Youth Room.  In addition to studying Scripture, these small groups also take field trips into the community for service projects at the local homeless shelter and fellowship nights at various ice cream shops.

Youth Group.  Our Youth Group is open to students in grades 6-12 and meets on Sunday nights.  The three primary purposes of the Youth Group include fellowshipping, worshipping, and engaging – fellowshipping with each other, worshipping God, and engaging the world around us through service.  In addition to weekly meetings, the Youth Group does a wide variety of other activities throughout the year, including retreats, service projects, social events, lock ins, etc


Adult 

Adult and Family Ministries.  Adult and Family Ministries exists to provide opportunities for church members to increase personal contact with other members of the church outside the Sunday morning context.  Events include, but are not limited to: movie nights, church picnics, road rallies, hymn sings, game nights, Christmas caroling, progressive meals, bowling nights, Valentine’s parties, etc.

Sunday School.  We have Sunday School classes for adults of every age.  Classes meet between two of our services, from 10am until 10:45am.  Guests are always welcome.  Class offerings include the Women’s Class (Room 114), the Men’s Class (Room 112), the Fellowship Class (Room 109), and a rotating elective class covering a variety of topics.  
 
United Methodist Women.  The United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop creative support fellowship; and to expand concepts of missions through participation in the global ministries of the church.

The Men’s Group.  Our men’s group meets for two primary purposes: fellowship and Bible Study.  Fellowship takes place at Saturday morning Men’s Breakfasts at various local restaurants; Bible Study takes place at the church on Tuesday mornings at 630am.

Friendship Circle.  The Friendship Circle meets quarterly for various opportunities to serve the church.  This hard-working group of women help organize our two rummage sales, deliver poinsettias to shut ins, host the community Christmas carnival, remember the staff at Christmas, furnish kitchen supplies, donate to the general fund, and serve funeral luncheons & other meal requests.    


Music

Chancel Choir.  The Chancel Choir, under the direction of William Feigley, helps to lead our worship at the 11am service each Sunday.  Their music includes a variety of styles, from traditional classics to contemporary anthems.  Membership is open to anyone in 9th grade or older.  The Chancel Choir has members who have sung in the choir for many years as well as high school students who are learning the skills of singing in an adult choir.  Rehearsal is on Wednesday evenings at the church.  

Jubilee Singers.  Jubilee Singers is a choir for children age 4 through grade 4.  Rehearsals of new songs and old Sunday School favorites take place on Wednesday evenings.  The children learn about God and develop their faith while serving the church body through their music ministry.  The Jubilee Singers sing during Sunday morning worship once a month and presents an annual Christmas pageant.

Glory Ringers.  Glory Ringers is our youth bell choir.  Open to students in the 2nd  – 8th grades, this hand bell choir rehearses on Wednesday nights at the church and plays in the 11am worship service once a month.  

Grace Notes.  Grace Notes is our adult bell choir.  Open to anyone in high school and older, this hand bell choir rehearses on Monday nights at the church and plays in the 11am worship service once a month. 

Living Water Praise Band.  “Living Water” is a group of musicians that leads worship during our contemporary worship service.  The band is comprises of vocalists, a drummer, electric, acoustic & bass guitarists, and two keyboard players.  The band practices on Wednesday nights in the sanctuary.   





Congregational Care

Prayer Chain.  The Prayer Chain is communicated by both email and telephone.  Prayer requests can be made in a number of ways: contact Liz Cole (215.536.2046), Janet or Steve Finch (215.538.0835), the church office (215.536.4992), or the pastor.  When a prayer request needs to be on the chain ASAP, try to reach a live person, but also leave a message on the church answering machine.  


Angel Cards.  Angel Cards are printed with love by Carol and Ed Pertuit.  Committee members then send out the Angel Cards to members of the congregation with special needs in times of illness, bereavement, and general concern.  The Angel Cards are meant to carry the church’s love and support to those members who are in need of prayer.  Each year over 60 Angel Cards are sent out.  

Attendance.  Liz Cole is our Membership Secretary.  Liz coordinates the attendance records and reports on attendance at Administrative Board and the Charge Conference.  When attendance drops off for a member of the congregation, the Secretary will send out a postcard letting the member know they are missed.  If the member is still unable to attend, there will be a follow up phone call.  After 12 weeks of absence the Secretary will try to make arrangements for a lay member or the pastor to visit the absent member.

Baptism Cards.  Baptism Cards are another one of the functions printed with love by Carol and Ed Pertuit.  These beautiful cards are available on the lectern in the narthex for guests and members to sign after the celebration of baptism. 

Care Notes.  Care Notes and Prayer Notes are the information brochures found in the narthex and in the hallway by the kitchen.  We inventory the cards twice a year and order new notes through the Abby Press.  If you have a special need and are interested in some unique literature, please contact the pastor and the Membership Care Ministry team.  Also, if you would like to help with this function, it is not time consuming and we would appreciate your assistance.  

Helping Hands.  Helping Hands is a day of service to help out older members of the congregation.  We generally have two Helping Hands days a year (one in the fall and one in the spring).  This service project includes things like raking leaves or special clean-ups.  If you’re interested in helping or are in need of help, don’t hesitate to contact Frank Savage.  

Home Touch.  Home Touch is a weekly newsletter that includes puzzles, games, and faith-centered activities for people of all ages.  We send the newsletters to members who are home-bound or living in assisted living facilities.  These weekly letters are seasonally appropriate with plenty of fun things to do.  This past year we sent out almost 500 letters to home-bound members.  We would like to broaden our Home Touch Program this year.  If you would like to help with mailing letters or know of members who may enjoy receiving our weekly publication, please contact Diana.

Hospitality Table.  On Sunday mornings we have a table in the narthex with coffee and snacks.  It’s a great place to grab a quick snack or cup of coffee while spending a few moments talking with someone.  Our Congregational Care is responsible for delegating the responsibilities of the Hospitality Table.    

